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Categorisation of Research 

S. 

No 

Category Sub Category Sub Category 

A. According to its Purpose Theoretical Research  

Applied Research 

 

Technological applied 

research 

Scientific applied 

research 

B. According to Depth of Scope Exploratory Research  

Descriptive Research  

Correlational Research  

C. According to the Type of Data Used Qualitative Research  

Quantitative Research  

D. According to the Degree of 

Manipulation of Variables 

Experimental Research  

Non-Experimental 

Research 

 

Quasi-Experimental 

Research 
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Categorisation of Research (Contd.) 

S. No Category Sub Category Sub 

Category 

E. According to the Type of 

Inference 

 

Deductive Investigation  

Inductive Research  

Hypothetical-Deductive Investigation  

Longitudinal Study (also referred to as 

Diachronic Research) 

 

Cross-Sectional Study (also referred to as 

Synchronous Research) 

 

F. According to the Sources 

of Information 

Primary Research  

Secondary Research  

G. According to How the Data 

is obtained 

Documentary (cabinet)  

Field  

From Laboratory  

Mixed-Method: Documentary, Field and/or 

Laboratory 

 

 


